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It’s New Year’s Eve

Time for looking back…

At the year

At where you are in life

At your relationships –

 with God

 with family

 with yourself



New Year’s Eve

And time for looking forward…

• New Year Resolutions – do they help? 

• ‘A lot of New Year’s resolutions fail 
because they’re not the right 
resolutions.’  NYT ‘Smarter Living’ 



Living ‘On Purpose’

• Intentional – not accidental

• ‘Hey, you did that on purpose! ‘

But also –

• ‘On Point’ 

• hitting the mark, fulfilling an aim



God made us ‘on purpose’, and 
for good things!  

• The question today: 

• Are we living ON PURPOSE? 

• Are we walking in those good things, with 
Him? 

• If not, why not? 



Goals and God

• The Westminster Catechism

• Q: What is the chief end of man?

• A: Man's chief end is to glorify God, and to 
enjoy him forever.

• St Irenaus: 

• The glory of God is man fully alive (130 AD)



What does Jesus say? 

….I came that they may have life and have it 
abundantly. John 10:10



And Paul? 

•We are His workmanship, created in 
Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them. 

Ephesians 2:10



Are we awake? Listening for 
the voice of the Shepherd?
• Are we asking God about the goals He would like 

us to pursue? 

• Are we listening for his answers? 

• Are we familiar with what He says in His word? 

• Do we recognise His voice? 



The parable of the good shepherd

• John 10:1-11

• 10 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the 
sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, 
that man is a thief and a robber. 2 But he who enters 
by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the 
gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he 
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 



• 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes 
before them, and the sheep follow him, for they 
know his voice. 5 A stranger they will not follow, 
but they will flee from him, for they do not know 
the voice of strangers.” 6 This figure of speech 
Jesus used with them, but they did not 
understand what he was saying to them.  



• 7 So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say 
to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8 All who 
came before me are thieves and robbers, but the 
sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the door. If 
anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will 
go in and out and find pasture. 10 The thief 
comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came 
that they may have life and have it abundantly. 
11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd 
lays down his life for the sheep. 



So why is life so hard sometimes? 

• Sometimes, its because we’ve wandered 
off. 

• Sometimes, its because we would rather  
not work so hard.   The Eagle soaring….

• But sometimes, its because there’s a thief. 



John 10:10

• Take note of the words that precede the promise of abundant 
life:

• The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came 
that they may have life and have it abundantly. 

• The truth tell us:  We are ‘opposed’.
• The Enemy comes to steal our inheritance, to kill our identity, and to 

destroy our destiny. 

• It also tells us:  We are not alone! 

Emmanuel, God with us. 





To live this one life well…

• Three keys

• Eyes wide open

• A Listening Heart

• Courage – Fear 
not!


